More than one in eight of broadband customers around the world are now connected via
fibre. But fibre is still third to DSL over copper — with almost two thirds of connections
— and cable TV for internet access.

China puIIs ahead of US in broadband connections

-

George Dobrowski: broadband
expansion is not limited to the top
industrialised countries, but is a key
factor in assisting developing nations
to gain a foothold in today’s tough

market

The research shows that China has increased its lead
over the number two country, the US, in the past
12 months. There are now 93.5 million broadband
homes in China — 17.7 million ahead of the US. A
year ago the difference was just 1.3 million.

From the first to the second quarters of 2009, Chi-
na’s lead over the US increased still further: China
put on 3.6 million broadband homes and the US just
2.2 million.

George Dobrowski, chairman and president of the
Broadband Forum, commented: “While broadband
adoption is not immune from the state of the world
economy, the technology continues to move forward
and I believe this year has shown that broadband
expansion is not limited to the top industrialised
countries, but is a key factor in assisting developing
nations to gain a foothold in today’s tough markec.”

The figures come from the Broadband Forum,
which has commissioned Point Topic to collect and
analyse the industry figures.

A separate survey by the Communications Work-
ers of America — with 700,000 members — says
that the average download internet speed in the US
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has increased by only 1.6 megabits a second in the
past two years.

According to the Point Topic figures, global broad-
band grew by 12.9 million lines in the second quarter
of 2009 to reach 445 million, while TPTV growth
remained strong at 11% of the total, now reaching
26.9 million homes.

Japan was third, followed by Germany, France, the
UK and South Korea in that order.

Broadband subscriptions in Europe grew 13% in
the past year, to reach 135 million, which included a
growth of 29% in the eastern European territories.

IPTV in Europe has grown 51% in a year, but
North American IPTV grew even faster, at 84%
in the same period, and growth in south and east
Asia was 74%.

The fastest IPTV growth — though from a small
base of just 14,000 in 2008 — was Latin America,
which grew 278% in 12 months to 53,000.

The figures show that 64% of customers receive
broadband by DSL, with 21% by cable and 13%
by fibre.

The US union says that “it will take the US 15
years to catch up with current internet speeds in
South Korea, the country with the fastest average
internet connections”.
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