
 

 
 
NEWS RELEASE 

 

MORE THAN 200 MILLION CUSTOMERS CHOSE DSL 

 

Beijing, China, 5 June 2007 - The global number of DSL customers has reached over 200 

million, with more than 20 percent living in China, the DSL Forum announced today at the 

Broadband World Forum Asia in Beijing. 

 

Making the milestone announcement, Robin Mersh Chief Operating Officer of the DSL Forum, a 

global organization of over 200 members dedicated to developing the full potential of DSL and 

other access technologies, cited figures from analyst Point Topic, which show a 29 percent 

increase in the number of DSL customers inside the last twelve months. 

 
GLOBAL DSL SUBSCRIBERS –GROWTH CHART THROUGH APRIL 2007 
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Source: Data provided for the DSL Forum by Point Topic (www.point-topic.com) 
 

 



On a global scale, DSL remains by far the most popular broadband access technology and has 

held on to its market share of over 65 percent with subscriber numbers increasing by over six 

percent in the last quarter.  In comparison, subscribers in China rose by 11 percent over the 

same period and DSL now accounts for 73 percent of the Chinese broadband market.  With over 

43 million of the world’s DSL subscribers, China is now the largest provider of DSL-based 

services and continues to develop and improve broadband service provision for users 

throughout the country. 

 

Top Ten DSL Countries 

 Country Estimated DSL subscribers May 

2007 

1 China 43,400,000 

2 USA 27,510,000 

3 Germany 15,665,000 

4 France 14,636,000 

5 Japan 14,251,000 

6 UK 11,025,000 

7 Italy 9,017,000 

8 Spain 5,755,000 

9 South Korea 5,125,000 

10 Brazil 4,777,000 

Source: Data provided for the DSL Forum by Point Topic (www.point-topic.com) 

 

“DSL is clearly the preferred method of delivering an efficient broadband service, particularly 

in China, and with the growing popularity of technologies such as IPTV we expect DSL 

subscriptions to continue to rise,” comments Robin Mersh.  “The DSL Forum’s role continues to 

be focused on developing the full potential of DSL and alternative broadband technologies, and 

with over 200 million customers, our work now targets improvements in speed, quality of 

experience for IPTV, VoIP and the emerging market of fixed mobile convergence. 

 

“The Forum’s membership has increased rapidly in Asia over the past few years and it’s easy to 

see why,” continues Robin.  “Service providers in this region have been aggressive in rollout 

and both providers and equipment manufacturers have strong thought and market leadership in 

the areas of new broadband applications and digital home advancement.  What originally began 

as proprietary deployment solutions in Asia are now moving to industry standards to ensure cost 

effective and fast deployment growth.” 

 



Since its beginning in 1994, the DSL Forum has moved from defining transport layer solutions 

for DSL to directly addressing the service delivery and quality of service support of devices over 

DSL, fiber, etc.    As service providers began to incorporate fiber into their networks, the DSL 

Forum was called on to develop the common remote management standards that are access 

agnostic and give providers a common platform for management of their diverse networks.  

 

Current work at the DSL Forum includes: 

 VDSL2 test plan development and testing,  

 New remote management and device auto-provisioning specifications,  

 Policy Control framework development and  

 Architecture improvements that build on the quality and speed strengths of an IP-Ethernet 

access network.   

 

Following the success of its first visit to China last month for a quarterly meeting, the DSL 

Forum’s aim at Broadband World Forum Asia is to educate and advise on new broadband 

technologies.  It will also encourage the standardisation of broadband services, helping 

providers offer the highest level of broadband access and BroadbandHome support. 

 

- ENDS - 

 

Notes to editors 

 

About the DSL Forum 
The DSL Forum tailors broadband to meet the needs of the next generation of multi-media 
services and the online community. By forging agreements on common technical requirements 
and embracing new applications, the Forum works to streamline processes, define 
specifications, and share best practices that set the stage for effective deployments and 
explosive global DSL growth. Established in 1994, the DSL Forum is an international industry 
consortium of over 200 leading service providers, equipment manufacturers and other 
interested parties. Please visit www.dslforum.org for more information.  
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