
 
 

     

Broadband Forum launches new Council for NG-PON2 

Council will focus on delivering the promise of this new technology 
 

Fremont, California, 16 March 2017. The Broadband Forum today welcomes NG-PON2 Forum 
members, integrating the NG-PON2 Forum to create the new NG-PON2 Council, which will aim to 
accelerate the development of NG-PON2 technology as it continues to gain momentum. 
 
Over the last 12 months, the Broadband Forum has been increasingly focused on NG-PON2 
through its Fiber Access Networks Working Group. That work is a solid basis to take NG-PON2 to 
the next level with the founding of the NG-PON2 Council. The Broadband Forum believes, in 
addition to work on management and testing standards, industry stakeholders need to understand 
the capabilities of the technology and how it could help support ultrafast broadband roll-out.  
 
“Having fostered the NG-PON2 Forum from its infancy to its leadership position today, as a premier 
assembly of vendors and service providers looking to widen the scope and broaden the market of 
NG-PON2 technology, I am thrilled to see the NG-PON2 Forum moving to the next level by 
becoming part of the Broadband Forum,” said Bernd Hesse, NG-PON2 Forum Founder and 
President, newly appointed Chair of the NG-PON2 Council, and Senior Director of Technology 
Development at Calix.  
 
“The focus of the NG-PON2 Forum was always to accelerate the adoption of the technology, a 
mission that can only be helped by the Broadband Forum’s breadth of membership and stellar 
reputation in the industry.  As the NG-PON2 Forum now becomes the NG-PON2 Council under the 
Broadband Forum umbrella, I’m proud to still be leading this Council and look forward to informing 
the world of the boundless possibilities of this exciting technology.”   
 
This integration comes at the same time as operators begin to show increasing interest in the 
technology. At the recent FTTH Council Conference 2017, it was noted that several operators are 
conducting lab or field trials, aiming for deployments in the near future. Northpower Fibre 
announced that it held the world’s first NG-PON2 demonstration in a live network, delivering 10 
gigabits per second (Gbps) speeds over multiple wavelengths to hubs located in a business 
premises and residential home in Whangarei, New Zealand.  
 
Dr. Vincent O’Byrne, Director of Technology at Verizon and NG-PON2 Forum board member, said: 
“I see the move of the NG-PON2 Forum into the Broadband Forum as recognition that not only is 
NG-PON2 technology a maturing technology, but of the industry’s interest in seeing NG-PON2 
succeed. Establishing the NG-PON2 Council is an important milestone and a meaningful step for 
NG-PON2 and the industry.” 
 
The NG-PON2 Council will work under the banner of the Broadband Forum, providing greater 
access to the Broadband Forum’s wide range of member operators and vendors. The integration 
will be finalized after the Optical Fiber Communication Conference and Exhibition (OFC) in Los 
Angeles, where the NG-PON2 Forum will hold a workshop session. 
 
Broadband Forum CEO Robin Mersh said: “NG-PON2 is at a crucial stage with significant moves 
beginning to be made by operators in terms of deployments. Ultrafast access is a key component in 
the future of broadband and NG-PON2 has a role to play in delivering it. The Broadband Forum 
sees education and positioning for the technology as a key step in its evolution.” 
 
 

http://www.broadband-forum.org/
https://www.calix.com/systems/gigafamily-overview/gigahubs.html


A video interview with Bernd Hesse and Robin Mersh about the partnership can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj5t2mDaIb0&feature=youtu.be  
 
The NG-PON2 Council will be holding a workshop (organized earlier under the NG-PON2 Forum 
name) at OFC in Los Angeles on Thursday March 23rd, 2017 8:30AM-2:30PM PST.  
http://www.ofcconference.org/en-us/home/exhibit-hall/show-floor-programming/2nd-ng-pon2-forum-
workshop-the-momentum-of-ngpo/  
 
For more information on the Broadband Forum’s work, visit: www.broadband-forum.org. 
 
- ENDS –  
 

About the Broadband Forum 
Broadband Forum, a non-profit industry organization, is focused on engineering smarter and faster 
broadband networks. Our work defines best practices for global networks, enables service and 
content delivery, establishes technology migration strategies, engineers critical device & service 
management tools, and is key to redefining broadband. Our free technical reports and white papers 
can be found at www.broadband-forum.org. Twitter @Broadband_Forum. 
 
For more information about the Broadband Forum, please go to http://www.broadband-forum.org or 
follow @Broadband_Forum on Twitter. For further information please contact Brian Dolby on +44 
(0) 7899 914168 or brian.dolby@proactive-pr.com or Jayne Garfitt on +44 (0) 1636 812152 or 
jayne.garfitt@proactive-pr.com.  
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