
 
 

Verizon and China Unicom join Broadband Forum board as work on 
5G and Connected Home Services accelerates  

 
Mike Talbert, of Verizon, and Ding Hai, of China Unicom, were named during the 

Forum’s Q3 meeting which took place virtually 
 

Fremont, California, 10 September 2020: Broadband Forum has further strengthened its 
board of directors, welcoming two new operators – Verizon and China Unicom – as its work 
to develop and standardize next-generation broadband services continues. 
 
Mike Talbert, of Verizon, and Ding Hai, of China Unicom, are the latest members to join the 
board which includes representatives from BT, Calix, CommScope, Deutsche Telekom, 
Ericsson, Huawei Technologies, InCoax, MaxLinear, Nokia, and Telecom Italia. Their 
appointments follow the retirement of Broadband Forum President Tom Starr, of AT&T, who 
has held a board position for 26 years. He is succeeded by Bernd Hesse, of Calix.  
 
The new board members were named during Broadband Forum’s virtual Q3 meeting, where 
several projects around 5G and the Connected Home moved forward, and a new Open 
Broadband project around measurement of gigabit broadband speeds was launched.   
 
“Broadband Forum has always worked closely with operators across the globe, as they 
provide us with unique insight into what is important for the industry and ensure that our work 
remains at the cutting-edge,” said Broadband Forum Chairman John Blackford. “These latest 
board appointments build upon that collaboration as we come to the beginning of an incredibly 
exciting period for Broadband Forum. We are continuing to make great strides in 5G 
convergence, our User Services Platform (USP) efforts are continuing to gain momentum, and 
we have a new open source project launching that could be a true game changer for gigabit 
broadband.”  
 
The Forum’s Q3 meeting saw a number of developments. The Broadband User Services Work 
Area is working alongside the prpl Foundation to explore how using USP can create 
interoperable smart gateways that provide application developers with an easy way to build 
new services to operate on the gateway. The Open Broadband – Broadband Access 
Abstraction (OB-BAA) project team finalized its fourth major release of its reference 
implementation of the CloudCO's BAA layer which enables vendors to provide support for 
white box implementations for various types of access nodes using either standard adapters 
or via vendor specific adapters, while the OB-USP-Agent Work Area’s Canary Release is 
nearing completion. This release focuses on providing support for MQTT and Architecture 
improvements to better support OpenWRT/prplWRT and RDK-based implementations. The 
Physical Layer Transmission Work Area published its Test Plan related to Reverse Power 
Feed (TR-338), which specifies a set of test cases and related pass or fail requirements for 

reverse powering of remote network nodes from customer premises equipment. 
 
The Q3 meeting – which took place from Monday, August 31 to Friday, September 4 – also 
saw Broadband Forum confirm the next dates of its vBASe series. It will host its first-ever 
virtual demo at Broadband World Forum, from October 13-15, showcasing the latest 
developments of its OB-BAA open source project. A panelist session on the Connected Home, 
along with a live Q&A, will also be held.  
 

https://www.broadband-forum.org/
https://www.broadband-forum.org/projects/5g
https://www.broadband-forum.org/projects/connected-home
https://www.broadband-forum.org/open-broadband/open-broadband-software/open-broadband-broadband-access-abstraction-ob-baa
https://www.broadband-forum.org/technical/download/TR-338_Issue-2.pdf


vBASe North America will then take place on October 26, with a theme of “2020 Lessons, 
2021 Reality”, while vBASe Australia will see Broadband Forum team up with nbn to provide 
three weekly 90 minute sessions to deliver a market update. The vBASe series continues for 
the first-ever virtual UFBB 2020 during the weeks commencing November 16 and 23. vBASe 
UFBB will cover the theme of ‘The Technology Leaders’ and will see three virtual sessions on 
Market Update, Access technology, and Connected Home technology.   
 
To find out more about Broadband Forum and its ongoing work, visit: https://www.broadband-
forum.org/  
 
- ENDS - 
 
About the Broadband Forum 
Broadband Forum is the communications industry’s leading open standards development organization 
focused on accelerating broadband innovation, standards, and ecosystem development. Our members’ 
passion – delivering on the promise of broadband by enabling smarter and faster broadband networks 
and a thriving broadband ecosystem.  
  
Broadband Forum is an open, non-profit industry organization composed of the industry’s leading 
broadband operators, vendors, thought leaders who are shaping the future of broadband, and observers 
who closely track our progress. Its work to date has been the foundation for broadband’s global 
proliferation and innovation. For example, the Forum’s flagship TR-069 CPE WAN Management 
Protocol has nearly 1 billion installations worldwide. 
  
Broadband Forum’s projects span across 5G, Connected Home, Cloud, and Access. Its working groups 
collaborate to define best practices for global networks, enable new revenue-generating service and 
content delivery, establish technology migration strategies, and engineer critical device, service & 
development management tools in the home and business IP networking infrastructure. We develop 
multi-service broadband packet networking specifications addressing architecture, device and service 
management, software data models, interoperability and certification in the broadband market. 
  
Our free technical reports and white papers can be found at https://www.broadband-forum.org/.    
  
Follow us on Twitter @Broadband_Forum and LinkedIn.  
  
For more information about the Broadband Forum, please go to https://www.broadband-forum.org or 
follow @Broadband_Forum on Twitter. For further information please contact Brian Dolby on +44 (0) 
7899 914168 or brian.dolby@proactive-pr.com or Jayne Brooks on +44 (0) 1636 704 888 or 
jayne.brooks@proactive-pr.com.  
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