Broadband Forum and SDN/NFV Industry Alliance partner on network
transformation
Partnership will establish the Open Broadband Laboratory Asia to accelerate network
transformation and the evolution to cloud services

Robin Mersh, CEO of Broadband Forum, and Wei Leping, President of SDN/NFV Industry Alliance, made the partnership official at the
China SDN/NFV Conference 2017.

Beijing, China, 2 May 2017. The Broadband Forum and SDN/NFV Industry Alliance today
announced they have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to jointly set up an Open
Broadband Laboratory Asia (OBLA) and promote the development of network transformation and
cloud evolution.
The partnership – which was signed during the China SDN/NFV Conference in Beijing last week –
also introduces the Forum’s Open Broadband initiative, with a mission to create an open framework
for cloud-based broadband. Open Broadband Labs are a collaborative resource for the integration,
staging and testing of open source, commercial software, standards-based and vendor
implementations where suppliers, integrators and operators can work together on new and coexisting
solutions. The focus of Open Broadband Labs, such as OBLA, is acceleration of go-to-market and
go-to-production for new services and applications, and the migration from existing broadband
infrastructures to cloud-based ones introducing NFV and SDN technologies.
Under the agreement, the Forum will exclusively license the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance to undertake
the construction of OBLA in China and to conduct conformance and interoperability testing, migration
best practices, technical due diligence and training around the project. The SDN/NFV Industry
Alliance will build and manage the OBLA, while the Broadband Forum will provide technical direction,
testing methods, a standards framework and domain expertise. The aim of the project is to develop
network cloud standards verification, testing, solution conformance and a proving ground for new
services.
“As operators look to bring the efficiencies of data centers and cloud technologies to the network,
gradually transforming it to a software-based infrastructure, it is incredibly important that we speed up
standards, testing, conformance and best practice to ensure smarter, programmable and faster
networks that deliver leading edge capability for operators and world-class experience for their
customers,” said Broadband Forum Chairman Kevin Foster, of BT. “This new lab facility is a strategic
and natural evolution of the Forum’s ongoing work on virtualization and cloud, with almost every

project in our current scope now connected to these next-generation network technologies. We look
forward to strengthening this work with the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance.”
The OBLA builds on the Forum’s ongoing and completed virtualization and cloud projects, including
the Network Enhanced Residential Gateway, which shifts functionalities from the Residential Gateway
to the operator’s network, Cloud Central Office, Fixed Access Network Sharing, SDN in the Access
Network, and the virtual Business Gateway.
This complements the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance’s focus on increasing the readiness in SDN
commercial utilization and promoting the healthy development of the SDN industry.
“The lack of standards and a unified framework for Network Cloud and SDN is a significant problem,
which leads to fragmentation in the industry and defeats interoperability, slowing the
industry’s development. As one of the most important organizations in broadband, the Broadband
Forum’s Open Broadband Lab can be the unified and standardized platform to address the
fragmentation issues and resolve the problems the industry is facing,” said Mr. Wei Leping, President
of the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance, and China Telecom Beijing Research Institute. “China SDN/NFV
Industry Alliance is pleased to collaborate with the Forum to create the physical laboratory and verify
the standardized framework, testing for interoperability and enabling application development based
on this platform.”
For more information on the Broadband Forum’s work, please visit: broadband-forum.org.
To find out more about the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance, please see: sdnia.org
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Broadband Forum, a non-profit industry organization, is focused on engineering smarter and faster
broadband networks. Our work defines best practices for global networks, enables service and
content delivery, establishes technology migration strategies, engineers critical device & service
management tools, and is key to redefining broadband. Our free technical reports and white papers
can be found at broadband-forum.org. Twitter @Broadband_Forum.
For more information about the Broadband Forum, please visit broadband-forum.org or follow
@Broadband_Forum on Twitter. For further information please contact Brian Dolby on +44 (0) 7899
914168 or brian.dolby@proactive-pr.com or Jayne Garfitt on +44 (0) 1636 812152 or
jayne.garfitt@proactive-pr.com.
About the SDN/NFV Industry Alliance
The SDN/NFV Industry Alliance (SDNFVIA) was founded on November 4, 2014 by the China
Academy of Information and Communications Technology (CAICT), together with 15 organizations
in the industry. Guided by the principle of "openness, innovation, collaboration and implementation",
the alliance focuses on increasing the readiness in SDN/NFV commercial utilization and promoting
the healthy development of the SDN/NFV industry.

